The editors are to be congratulated for maintaining such a high literary standard among their contributors. There is remarkably little overlap between the different chapters and there is nearly always enough information given to enable the reader to pursue any particular topic to the limit of existing knowledge. Each chapter has an ample but not exhaustive bibliography which is more up to date than is usual for monographs of this type. This is the sort of book that one would like, not only to have on the bookshelves, but actually to have read. It is well produced and reasonably priced by today's standards and can be thoroughly recommended.
V. Marks Snake Venoms and Envenomation. S. A. MINTON (ed.), Marcel Dekker Inc., New York, 1971. Pp. 188, $12.50. This small multi-author monograph is likely to prove useful as a source-book for clinicians and biochemists in those parts of the world where snake bites are a medical problem. Its value would have been increased had the full title of papers been given in the references at the end of each chapter.
V The first of the two volumes is composed of nine chapters, all but two of them-which deal with the biguanides-concerned with the detailed chemistry, pharmacology and toxicology of the sulphonylurea group of drugs.
The second volume contains 11 chapters most of them devoted to the morphology and pathophysiology of the insulin secreting tissues.
Like their predecessors in this series both volumes are well produced and contain extensive but by no means exhaustive references to the relevant literature. They will be of interest to the specialist in their respective fields especially those in the pharmaceutical industry.
V. Marks Die Hascbischsucbt. Pbarmakologie, Gescbicbte, Psychopathologie, Klinik Soziologie. M. G. STRINGARIS, Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 1972. Pp, 150, OM 14.80. This small monograph on cannabis, written in German, is the work of the Professor of Psychiatry in the University of Athens. It is concerned largely with the pharmacology and psychopathology of this interesting group of compounds rather than with its biochemistry and clinical pathology. It is a pity that the full titles are not given of the papers referred to in the bibliography.
V. Marks
Automation in Analytical Chemistry. Topics in Current Chemistry. Vol. 29. F. BoSCHKE, Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 1972. pp. 103, OM 28. This small book is a collection of five miscellaneous papers. The first describes an automated technique for the stepwise degradation of peptides. By conventional methods, this is a tedious and time co?,suming process. However, Edman and Berg, usmg an instrument of their own design, completed 60 consecutive degradations on Humpback myoglobin in only four days-an astonishing feat! The Beckman Instrument Company have designed an improved version of Edman and Berg's original instrument which they now market as the 'Sequencer'. Most of the first chapter is devoted to a detailed description of the Sequencer and its potential use.
There are chapters on the Technicon Auto-Analyzer and on the Beckman OSA 560. Neither provide much information that is not already well known to most clinical chemists. A further chapter describes the Braun-SysteMatik, a discrete analyser which has facilities for enzyme assays by kinetic methods. The final chapter deals with automatic titrations. It contains a valuable summary of commercially available equipment most of which seems to have greater application in industrial than in clinical chemistry.
The book is descriptive rather than critical, but this is inevitable since manufacturers are producing automated systems faster than clinical chemists can critically evaluate them.
R. Robinson
